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TRINITROTOLUENE


	Melting-point.
	Bailing-point.

Ortho ............
	16
	230-231

Meta ..................
	
	222-223

Para .........................
	54
	235-236


	
	

These same constants of the nitrotoluenes named
as we have them to-day, are different:


	Melting-point.
	Boiling-point.

Ortho ........................
	-10.5
	218-220

Meta
	16
	230

Para.      ...
	54
	234


	
	

By comparing the above summaries, it is seen that
the ortho compound of the earlier chemists is identical
with the present meta nitrotoluene, and vice versa.
That the early view was incorrect may be further
proved by investigating the properies of the meta
compounds. In all reactions the meta compounds react
differently from the ortho and para compounds. For
instance, in the nitration of toluene, the ortho and para
nitrotoluenes are formed in large amounts, and the
meta in small amounts. Further, when the mono-
nitrotoluenes are nitrated to dinitrotoluene, the ortho
and para mononitrotoluenes are very easily nitrated
further, and the meta difficultly so. In other words,
the ortho and para compounds form one part of the
class, while the meta stands alone as the other part.
With the early nomenclature, the meta and para would
be placed together, while the ortho would stand alone.
If, now, this view of the matter is accepted, Von Rich-
ter's statement becomes entirely correct.